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Lynnann Rivas 

We are thrilled to announce that 
the Piano Pedagogy Workshop 
will happen this summer!  Marvin 
Blickenstaff will be our featured 
clinician and Katie Fittipaldi will 
present two Alexander Tech-
nique sessions. The location is 
TBD at the moment, but Marvin 

and Katie are excited to join us in 
whatever medium is appropriate 
by June.  Stay posted for more 
details in email blasts through 
the winter, and get ready for a 
diverse and rich educational ex-
perience this coming June 21 & 
22. 

Piano Pedagogy Workshop Update 

New Date For 2021 Gold Cup Festival 

teacher will adhere to strict 
cleansing guidelines after each 
student performs. 

If the pandemic worsens and 
officials declare shut-downs that 
force the cancellation of the April 
10 Festival, all paid student fees 
will be refunded. 

For any questions you might 
have about the Festival, send an 
email by using the online CON-
TACT US link on the Festival 
page, located on the HOME tab. 
You should receive an email 
response within 2 days.  

Registrations close and the Fes-
tival fee is due for each student 
no later than Saturday, FEBRU-
ARY 27. 

Student auditions will take place 
in the private studios of eight 
teachers. At each studio will be 
two judges, the studio host 
teacher, one student at a time, 
and an additional teacher to ush-
er each student in and out. For 
the health safety of everyone, no 
family members or others will be 
allowed inside. Masks and social 
distancing will be required, in-
cluding for the student. The host 

The Gold Cup Festival Commit-
tee has agreed that, because of 
the local spreading of COVID-19, 
the 2021 Festival is re-scheduled 
for Saturday, APRIL 10, which is 
10 weeks later than the original 
January 30 date.  

Online Registrations re-open for 
teachers on Saturday, JANUARY 
16. The Application form is on a 
tab on the RPTG website’s Gold 
Cup Festival page. Be sure to 
click on the SUBMIT button at 
the bottom of the Application 
form after you have filled in all 
the information for each student. 

January 2021 



Marvin Blickenstaff is 
known among piano 
teachers throughout the 
country for his teaching, 
lecturing, performing, 
and publishing. Currently 
he maintains a private 
studio in the Philadelphia 
area and teaches at The 
New School for Music 
Study in Princeton.  

Blickenstaff is the former 
Board President of the 
Frances Clark Center for 
Keyboard Pedagogy and 
is on the Executive Plan-

ning Committee of the 
National Conference on 
Keyboard Pedagogy. In 
2007 the on-line journal 
Piano Pedagogy Forum 
published tributes to 
Blickenstaff honoring his 
contribution to piano 
teaching in America. Also 
in 2007 he was named 
Fellow of the Royal Con-
servatory of Music in To-
ronto.  

He was honored in 2009 
with MTNA’s highest 
honor, the MTNA 

Achievement Award, and 
was selected in 2013 by 
the National Conference 
on Keyboard Pedagogy 
for its Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award.  

About Marvin Blickenstaff 
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Marvin Blickenstaff 

Katie received her Mas-
ter’s degree in Classical 
String Performance 
from  the Irish World 
Music Centre, University 
of Limerick, Ireland; and 
her  Bachelor of Music 
degree in Performance 
from Ithaca College. In 
2004, Katie graduated 
from the the Alexander 
Alliance School in Phila-
delphia, a three-year in-
tensive training program 
with Bruce Fertman and 
Martha Hansen Fertman. 
In November 2013, Katie 
completed the train-
ing  requirements to be-
come a member 
of AmSAT (American 

Society for the Alexander 
Technique), studying with 
Kathy Miranda at ATS 
(Alexander Technique of 
Syracuse). 

Katie is an active cello 
instructor, and since 
2004, she has taught Al-
exander Technique les-
sons and workshops pri-
vately as well as at the 
Eastman School of Music, 
the Eastman Summer 
Trombone Institute, the 
New Directions Cello Fes-
tival, the University of 
Buffalo, Nazareth College, 
Rochester Institute of 
Technology, the 
Hochstein School of Mu-

sic and Dance, the King-
fisher Theater, Rochester 
Bass Retreat, 
the University of Roches-
ter inspireDANCE Festi-
val, Canisius High School, 
and the Suzuki Guitar 
retreat at Silver Bay. She 
teaches the AT portion of 
the Embodied Resources 
through Somatic Practic-
es class on the University 
of Rochester River Cam-
pus. In addition, Katie 
teaches an Alexander 
Technique class at the 
Eastman School of Music, 
as well as her popular 
week-long course in the 
summer. 

About Katie Fittipaldi 

Katie Fittipaldi 

Piano Pedagogy Workshop 

 

Marvin Blickenstaff Clinician 

 

Katie Fittipaldi Alexander Technique 

 

Monday, June 21 Tuesday, June 22 

 

Location TBD 

http://www.amsatonline.org/
http://www.amsatonline.org/
http://www.amsatonline.org/
http://www.alexandertechniquesyracuse.com/
http://www.alexandertechniquesyracuse.com/
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Dear Colleague, 

We are hoping that you 
are familiar with and per-
haps already using our 

Classics for the Devel-
oping Pianist Books 1-5 
with the companion se-

ries, Study Guides 
Books 1-4.  If not, please 

allow us to tell you a little 
about each series. 

The five repertoire books 
are a leveled series, with 

each book containing 20 
pieces from all style peri-
ods.  We feel that these 

are the most important 
pieces every pianist 
should learn to play.  

Based on our extensive 
teaching experience, our 
editing includes alterna-

tive fingerings, pedal sug-
gestions, additional dy-
namics, a tempo range 

for each piece, ornamen-
tation realizations and 

many other ideas to help 
improve artistry in your 
students’ performances.  

The Study Guides will 
help your students learn 
how to prepare, practice 

and polish the repertoire 
in each book. Features 
include preliminary activi-

ties such as preparatory 
exercises, general and 

specific practice sugges-
tions, and finishing touch-
es to achieve a polished 

performance. 

We have been thrilled 
with how many people 
have inquired about when 

Study Guide Book 5 
would be available.  
Here’s the good news: 

STUDY GUIDE Book 5 is 

now available both as a 
digital download and as 
a printed book at Sheet 

Music Plus at sheet-
musicplus.com !!!! 

As you can see from the 
attached flyer, Study 
Guide Book 5 contains 

some of your favorite 
pieces from the advanced 
repertoire.  We are hop-

ing that using our Study 
Guide will help you enjoy 
teaching these pieces 

even more, PLUS make it 
easier for your students to 

prepare, practice and 
polish these masterpiec-
es. 

If you have any ques-

tions, please feel free to 
contact: 

Ingrid Clarfield 
(Iclarfield@aol.com)   or 

Phyllis Lehrer 
(lehrer@rider.edu). 

Sincerely, 

Ingrid and Phyllis 

from...Ingrid Clairfield & Phyllis Lehrer 
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Ingrid Clairfield 

Sanctuary Auditorium of 
75 Stutson Street.  This 
Rochester venue has an 
address of the same 
name.  Look for the 2021 
application in the next 
Duet Newsletter. 

As a follow-up to infor-
mation about the Jr. All-
Star Competition printed 
in the last Duet, please 
note that the dates will be 
as usual.  The competi-
tion will take place on 

Saturday, June 5th, and 
the Winners’ Recital will 
be held at 3 o’clock on 
Sunday, June 6th.   

This year’s location for 
the competition is the 

Junior All-Star Competition Update 

scholarship applications 
will be Fri, Feb 5. Please 

The next deadline for 
sending need-based 

refer to the handbook for 
complete information.   

RPTG Student Scholarships 

mailto:Iclarfield@aol.com
mailto:lehrer@rider.edu
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ROCHESTER PIANO TEACHERS GUILD, 
INC. & GREATER ROCHESTER MUSIC 
TEACHERS ASSOC. 
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Elier Suárez, Editor 
158 Highland Parkway 
Rochester, NY 14620 

Phone: (585) 461-5359 
E-mail: elier@elier.com 

DUET is also on the Web at: 

rochesterpianoteachers.org 

the medium (in-person or 
virtual) either form (mail 
or online!) can be used 
for your student(s). 

About our recitals:  

Student Recitals are open 
to any student of any 
guild member. Students 
may play any instrument 
or sing, provided the in-
structor of that instrument 
is a guild member. Multi-
media and ensemble per-
formances are welcome. 
Please coach your stu-
dents to give a polished 
performance that includes 
a bow at the end! 

Mark your calen-
dars! The next recital 
date will be Saturday, 

Our next recital will take 
place on Saturday, Janu-
ary 16th, at 2:00 pm, at 
the Rochester Music 
Hall of Fame at 25 
Gibbs Street, Rochester 
14604. Please send appli-
cations and fees of $5 per 
student by Saturday, 
January 2nd. Fees may 
be paid via cash or check 
payable to RPTG, Inc. 
and mailed to: 

Tasha George-Hinnant 

67 Shepard St. 

Rochester, NY 14620 

Applications can be sub-
mitted two ways, both of 
which can be found on 
our website:                     

https://
www.rochesterpianoteach
ers.org/.  

1) Forms may still be 
mailed. Click on "Recital 
Form by Mail," print and 
fill out the form, and mail 
it to the address listed 
here. 

2) Forms may be submit-
ted online. Click on 
"Recital Form via 
Google," fill out the form, 
and click submit. 

Steps have been taken to 
ensure that this event will 
be COVID-safe, and if 
COVID precludes an in-
person recital, a virtual 
recital will still take place 
on Zoom. Regardless of 

Student Recitals 

March 20th, 2021. We 
will hold two recitals: one 
for adult students only, 
and our annual High 
School Senior recital! 

https://www.rochesterpianoteachers.org/
https://www.rochesterpianoteachers.org/
https://www.rochesterpianoteachers.org/

